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Subpart D—Public Participation in
the Aids to Navigation System

§ 62.63 Recommendations.

(a) The public may recommend
changes to existing aids to navigation,
request new aids or the discontinuation
of existing aids, and report aids no
longer necessary for maritime safety.
These recommendations should be sent
to the appropriate District Com-
mander.

(b) Recommendations, requests and
reports should be documented with as
much information as possible to justify
the proposed action. Desirable informa-
tion includes:

(1) Nature of the vessels which tran-
sit the area(s) in the question, includ-
ing type, displacement, draft, and num-
ber of passengers and crew.

(2) Where practicable, the kinds of
navigating devices used aboard such
vessels (e.g, magnetic or gyro com-
passes, radio direction finders, radar,
loran, and searchlights).

(3) A chartlet or sketch describing
the actual or proposed location of the
aid(s), and a description of the action
requested or recommended.

§ 62.65 Procedure for reporting defects
and discrepancies.

(a) Mariners should notify the near-
est Coast Guard facility immediately
of any observed aids to navigation de-
fects or discrepancies.

(b) The Coast Guard cannot monitor
the many thousands of aids in the U.S.
Aids to Navigation System simulta-
neously and continuously. As a result,
it is not possible to maintain every aid
operating properly and on its charted
position at all times. Marine safety
will be enhanced if persons finding aids
missing, sunk, capsized, damaged, off
station, or showing characteristics
other than those advertised in the
Light List, or other publication,
promptly inform the Coast Guard.
When making the report to the Coast
Guard the mariner should consult the
Light List to ensure the correct geo-
graphical information is used due to
the similarity of names and geo-
graphical areas.

(c) Procedures for reporting defects
and discrepancies:

(1) Radio messages should be prefixed
‘‘Coast Guard’’ and transmitted di-
rectly to a Government shore radio
station listed in Chapter three of Radio
Navigation Aids Publication, 117, for
relay to the relevant District Com-
mander.

(2) Commercial communications facili-
ties should be used only when vessels
are unable to contact a Government
shore radio station. Charges for these
messages will be accepted ‘‘collect’’ by
the Coast Guard.

[CGD 86–031, 52 FR 42640, Nov. 6, 1987, as
amended by USCG–2000–7223, 65 FR 40054,
June 29, 2000; USCG–2001–9286, 66 FR 33640,
June 25, 2001]
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